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Pursuing Dream Pays Off 
 

Murphy Lister has had a successful summer refereeing Touch Rugby. 
He was keen to get into óthe sport within the sportô and after meeting up with another successful 
young ref, Ollie Shore, he was encouraged to get the whistle in hand. South Otago Touch introduced 
him to the right people and the Otago Touch Referees Association has taken him under their wing 
(thanks Alex Buttery), and involved him in many tournaments, including South Island Secondary 
Schools and Te Wai Pounamu (formally Inter Provincial Series) in  Christchurch. His next goal is his 
Level 1 Referee Course and to ref at the National tournament in Rotorua at the end of the year. 
In the meantime, he is pursuing another dream and had his official debut as an Assistant  Referee in 
premier rugby union earlier this month for the matchup between Clutha and Toko, along with the 
womenôs curtain raiser, Big River Country vs Green Island.   
An amazing achievement for a 14 year 
old.  
Murphy has found a welcoming        
community, keen to get young refs com-
ing through the ranks. If we didnôt have 
refs then we    wouldnôt have the games. 
Please be kind from the   sideline as our 
referees give up their valuable time to  
volunteer at your games.  
Watch out for his name in the future! 
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Tena koutou katoa 
We are now into the second week of the school holidays and 
over the past week I have been reflecting on what a busy term 
we have had. It seems like a lifetime ago that we welcomed an 
amazing group of Year Seven students into our school and I 
have been so impressed watching them step-up to new         
challenges and take the transition to high school in their stride. I 
have watched with pride as our students have stood tall and 
taken leadership roles within the school; they are all doing a 
great job and I am eager to see what plans they have for next 
term. It was a pleasure to attend the ANZAC day service. Thank 
you to our students that attended or participated. It was lovely to 
see and hear the Kapa Haka group perform E te Hokowhitu a 
TȊ. Congratulations to Morganne-Lee Greene for her speech 
and to Holly Griffin for raising the flag. It was also great to see 
many of our students representing St John, Clutha District Youth 
Council and playing in the pipe band. 
In the final week of last term I asked our Heads of Department 
for their highlights and what they were looking forward to for next 
term in their particular areas; this is what they had to say. 
Gateway/Careers Department In our Gateway senior classes 
this year we have most of our Year 12 and 13 students out in 
workplaces at the moment.  These students are out one day a 

week for the year and this means 
they may experience more than 
one placement.  For example, we 
have had an arts student at our 
local Milton art and framing    
business and this student will 
move on to working at the      
Dunedin art gallery next term.  
These students have widely    
varied interests, from building 
and trades to dentistry, floristry 
and the arts. 
Next term our Year 11 students 
will also be out in the community. 
This year, we have the potential 
for 30 students to try careers that 
they have an interest in.  The     
department also has two        
students going to Otago         
Polytechnic on Fridays to       
complete a Motor Vehicle course, 
and there are three young men 
working two days a week at Big 
River Homes, with their Otago 
Polytechnic tutor, finishing a 
home that will be sold and then 
working on extensions and     
refurbishment of the offices at 
their workplace. 
None of this could be             
accomplished without the support 
of our local business owners, we 
really appreciate what you do. It 
makes my job a pleasure and the           
experience the students are       
getting is invaluable. 
Gill Ferguson - HOD Gateway/
Careers 
 
 

Outdoor Education and Physical Education Within Outdoor 
Education this semester students have been applying             
risk-management strategies within the outdoor activities of         
surfing and kayaking.  Surfing took place at the Esplanade,      
Dunedin while kayaking took place at Lake Waihola. Level 3      
Physical Education students have been training for their         
upcoming triathlon, which will take place in Waihola next term. 
Level 1 and 2 Physical Education students have been applying 
their anatomical, biomechanical and exercise physiology 
knowledge to the skills of a basketball free throw and golf putt. It 
has been great to see students consistently playing Volleyball 
together at lunch time in the gym. We look forward to developing 
these skills further in our upcoming volleyball units, within our 
Junior Physical Education classes, next term. 
Gemma Cowie - HOD Outdoor Ed and PE 
Mathematics Junior Maths have covered a range of different 
exciting topics across our year groups. Of particular note are the 
Year 7-8    students competing this year in the University of      
Otago Problem Solving Challenge throughout the year.  We also 
have students completing a range of challenges in our          
Accelerated Progress and Extension (APEX) programme. 
Senior classes have begun assessments in at least one NCEA 
Internal and we hope to hear from Moderators about their     
success early next month. The Semester is half over and       
students need to consider, early in Term Two, their Mathematics 
or Statistics plans for the second semester. It is really pleasing 
to see that Several Year 10's and seniors have been selected to 
take part in Mathematics Challenge Competitions.  
Kris Simpson and Kelvin Robertson- Co-HODs Mathematics 
 BOT Nominations There is currently a vacancy on our Board 
of Trustees. We will be holding a bi-election and nominations 
are welcome now; the final date for nominations will be noon 
13th May 2021. If you would like to contribute please visit this 
website to find out more about what is required. https://
www.trustee-election.co.nz/becoming-a-board-member/ 
Nga mihi 
Vicki Wish  
Acting Principal 
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Dates to Rememberé 
Monday 3rd May - Term Two Begins 
Tuesday 11th May - Teacher Only Day 
Wednesday 12 May Year 11 Residential Geography Trip 
Thursday 13th May - Junior Science Fair 
Wednesday 19th May - PTA AGM 
Thursday 20th May - East Otago High Sports Exchange 
Wednesday 26th May - Caregiver consultation for Junior  
    Curriculum Review 

Fill Your Maimai!  
 

400g Loin Bacon  

1kg Onion Sausages  

1 kg Patties  

4 Porterhouse Steaks  

 

-All for $45.00 - 

Save $10!  

Shmxƍr 

Milton  

Butchery  

ΧΧΨ 5ÎÉÏÎ 3ÔÒÅÅÔ 
-ÉÌÔÏÎ              

0È ΪΧέ ήΨΨΩ 
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Genesis  
The Genesis is a free publication, delivered weekly to homes and businesses in Milton and Waihola, and is available on the school     
website, Facebook or via email. The Genesis office is open Monday and Tuesday 8:30am - 3:30pm. If the office is unattended, any    
articles, advertising or payments can be taken to the school office or left in the secure box in the office door. If  you want to leave a phone      
message for the Genesis outside office hours, please phone the Tokomairiro High School office (417 8620). 
Genesis Deadlines: Advertising - Monday 9am,  Articles - Monday 12 noon. Articles/ advertisements  can be emailed to the Editor at  
genesis@tokohigh.school.nz. Genesis is delivered free to your letterbox from Tuesday 4pm to Thursday 6pm. 


